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1 Il:JTRODUCTIOliJ 

Qpening of the Meeting 

1.1 The Sixth ConauJ.tative Heeting of Contracting Parties to the Convention 

on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping o:f Hastes and other Hatter, 1972, 

convened in accordance with .Article XIV( 3) (a) of the Convention, '\"Tas held a·t 

IMCO Hea.dquaxters, London, from 5 ~o 9 October 1981. 

1.2 The Meeting was attended by delegations from the following Contracting 

Parties to the Convention: 

ARGFTI:1TINA 
CANADA. 
CHILF.l 
])]1NH/illK 
FINL!J.-ID 
FRAIJCE 
GERlW:rY, FEDERf.L REPUELIC OF 
GP..EECE 
ICELi'.lID 
J~.h.U 
MEDCICO 
NE'l'li.illR!JllIDS 
HOm:1 .. Y 

PAUAl'!f.. 
PHILIPPINES 
POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
SOUTH J:FRIC.t. 
SPAill 
SUEDEH 
SWITZERLl'.lilD 
TU:t:USIA 
USSR 
mrrr1'hlD K!l:TGDOi:1 
Ul~ITED ST!.TES 

by observers from the following States, not being Contracting Parties to the 

Convention: 

.AUSC-1T.a.ALL'\. 
:BRAZIL 
~J:ID 

I'"fli.LY 
KIRJJ3ATI 

by observers from the following United ··1tations ·oriariizn:cions: 

UNITED IU.T:C01:TS 'Eitw:rn.m:Ti-!Iill:i'r 'rnooru:NHE (UI!EP) 
. Il'1TER1UTIOl'if..L ij:10l-1IC ~'U!Il.~GY .".GD:J:ICY ( I1.J31A) 

and by observers.from.the following inter-governmental and non-governmental 

organizations: 

ORGAlITS.li.TION l!,OR ECON01-IIC CO-OPERl..'l'IO:J JJID D::J\t'"h~OPl-IE:I.:JT/1.-IDCLEAR EL:r.FaGY 
ll.GEl.ifCY ( OECD/iifEA) · 

OSLO C0~-1HI8SION 
PlJUS coi,1r,t::SSION 
B.t".LTIC iiliRilfil EllilVIllONi-1EHT marECTIOl'T COi-'.ITIISSIOl! 
IliJTERNATIOHJJ, ASSOCIJ..TIO:T OF POR"l'S MID HlJIBOaS ( Il....PH) 
TEE EUROPEll.l'J' COUNCIL OF CHErlICf..L l~mF 1:..CTURIDS I FEDERATION ( CLlFIC) 
GREEiiU'EA.Clll Il1TERJ:!ATIONAL 

1.3 .At the opening of the I'Ieetins, Prof. lr..c. 1 ... Engstrom (Sweden) \'Tas 

una.niDously re-elected Chairman, Mr. G.L, Holland (Canada.) and Dr. F.s. Terziev 

(USSB.) were unanimously re-elected First Vice-Chairman and Second Vice-Chairoan, 

respectively. 
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l.i:~ The Y.1eeting was opened by Mr. Y. Sasamura, Director of the I:.iar:i.ne 

Environment Division or Il-'ICO, '\'rho on behalf of the Secretary-General of Il·ICO 

outlined the major developments in the past year pa...-ticularly in promoting 

co-operation and providing technical assistance uith a view to achieving the 

effective implementation of. . internationaJ. Conventions. In this connexion he 

mentioned that the theme choson for this year's World Haritime Day was the 

EFFECTIVE GLOB.Ill, D-IPLEI,1Ellr1\TIOH OF n,roo t $ TECHNICP.L STl~IDtJIDS FO.R S.1.".Fm SHIPPI1'TG 

1.ND OLEt..lmID. OCEAHS • 

.Adoption of the 1-eeno.a. 

1.5 The Agenc!.a for the 1-ieeting, as adopted, is shown in Annex 1. Thia includes, 

under each item, a list of documents which were considered. 

) Observer status of international organizatio~ 

1.6 The ?:Ieeting approved the list of inter-governmental organizations to be 

invited to Consultative Meetings as prepared intersessionally by the Chairman 

and the Vice-Chairmen and as contained in LDC VI/1/1, pa:ra.graph 2.1. 

l. 7 Tho Heating considered the proposals of the Secretariat (LDC VI/1/1) a.nc1 

the United Kingdom delegation (LDC VI/wP.l) on the participation of 

non-governmental internationaJ. organizations at Consultative Heatings. The 

meeting set up an ad hoc group r0q_uesting it to consider in detail these p,roposaJ.s 

and to prepare draft procedures concerning invitation, presentation of 

documentation and participation of non-governmental international o~ganizations 

in Consultative IJioetings. 

1. 8 The llooting considered the procedures :proposed in the report of tho ad hoc 

) · group (LDC VI/t·lP.2). In vietr of cer•;;ain difficulties foreseen in implementing 

these procedures, the Che,iriron presented the followin~ modified version which 

was ap:provod by tho Heating-; 

.l non-governmental o::cganizations Hishing to participate in any meeting 

of the Consultative Meeting a:.--id the Ad Hoo Scientific Grou:i_) on Dumping 

shall submit to tho Secretariat in writin{3' a request for participation, 

at least three months in o.dvance of the opening day of the meetiDG"; 

• 2 the acceptence or rejection of ~r such request made by orgnni.zo.tions 

shall be decicled b~r the 11:auxeau11 , consisting of the Chai~, the 

Vice-Chairmen and the Secretary; 
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.3 the 1'Bureau11 shall decide whether uritten material submitted by the 

orgt'.nizations accepted under 1.8.2 above should be circulated to the 

Meeting; 

.4 oral statements by observers from these organizations shall be permitted 

only after prior approval by the Chairman. 

l.9 The !-Teeting agreed to the participation of observers from IAPH, cm,IC and 

Green:;_:>eace International in the p:?:esent meeting on a trial basis. ..:i..t the end of 

the l'Ieeting, the Chairman expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the adopted 

arrangemen·t and trusted that this would continue to bo reflected at future 

meetings. 

1.10 The HeetillB' further agreed that invitations to the ne:i::t Consultative I1eeting 

shall be sent to IAPH, CEFIC and Greenpeace International. 

2 STATUS OF T!:lli! LONDOU DU11PillfG COHVfili.iJ'"i'IOE 

2.1 The Heating took note of the report of the Secretary-General on the current 

status of the London num,1ng Convention and the progTess being made in the · 

acceptances of the 1978 and 1980 amendments thereto (LDC VI/2) and noted that 

s.s at l September 1981 forty-seven governments had ratified or acceded to the 

Convention. The meeting noted that, as requested by the Fifth Consultative 

Heating, the Secretar~r-General had \-r.dtten to Gove:r11Ineni;s \orhich had not yet 

ratified or acceded to the Convontio .. -i, inviting thom Jvo do so e.s soon as possible 

(Circular letter lfo.805 of 4 February 1981). The Heating welcomed this information 

and requested tho Secretary-Gene::al to continue his efforts in this regard. 

2. 2 The Hee ti~ e..pl)rociatod s·~eps being taken by the Secretariat through IMCO I s 

advisory services provided by tha regional, i!'!te:..'-:re;;:i.onaJ. an(~. aecto:i:al e~-..:-.oe~ts ) 

and consultants :partlcipat.ing in LICO's 'l'echn.'Lcal Co-ope:-cation P.i:-ogramme, on the 

transfer of infoi"Illation on the aims and objectives of the London Dumpins 

Convention to all countries 11hich axe not yet Contracting Parties to the 

Convention and consultations with the au·chorities of these countries in order to 

identify any difficulties or specific problems which they may have in 

implementinB the Convention. 

2. 3 '11l1e Heating requested the Secrefa..ry-Generf'J. to dr::i.'1 the ettention of the 

IHCO Assembly at its forthcoLling session (9-20 ifovember 1981) to the imp~rtanco 

of the prevention and control of maxine pollution by dumping of wastes at sea. 
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2,4 The Heeti.ng noted with satisfaction the statement macle by tho observers from 

Australia, Ireland a.."'ld Ita.ly that the procedures for :ratification of the London 

Jrumr>ing Convention had been completed or were well in progress and that the 

instruments of ratification are expected to be deposited du.ring the 

intersessiona.l period, The delegation of Japan informed the Meeting that 

11on-acceptance of the 1980 .Amendments to the Anne::~es to the Convention 

(LDC VI/2, Annex 3) was due to the problems caused by the ambiguity 0£ the ne,.., 

p~ovisions in relation to its e~dstincr national legislation on the prevention of 

marine pollution, 

3 Rm>ORT OF 'l'EE .LiD llOC SCIENTIFIC GROUP ON DUllPillG 

3,1 Tho Chairman of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping, I-.lr, T.A. Wastler 

(United States) introduced the report of the Ad H9c Scientific Group (LDC VI/3). 

The Meotillg approved the report in generaJ. and took the f'ollowing action in 

relation to the matters considered under this Agenda item. 

Review of Arylexes I and II to the London Dumpina- Convention 

3, 2 Wi·l;h regard to the inclusion of le_ad and lead coml)ounds in Anne::c I to the 

Convention, the Meeting noted that the Ad Hoo Scientific Group had not reached 

consensus on that question, Th.is was due mainly to tho different approaches and 

cri·l;eria ·used by Cont:-cacting Parties in evaluatinG' the hazards of substances 

and their .impact on the IIIE'..rine envixonment, 

3,3 The Heating agreed that the criteria f'or the inclusion of subata.ncoo in 'cho 

.Annexes to the Convention should be developed and proposed by the Ad Hoc 

Scientific Group. This ,-,ould need detailed consideration of the scientific 

evidence available and was ·bherefore a long-,.;e:rm task of the Ad Hoc Scientific 

Group. The USSR delegation stated that such criteria should be of a 

qua.nti tative na:litire. With reference to tho different ap:proachos discussed a-t 

the fifth meeting' of the Ad Hoc Scientific G~oup (LDC VI/3, section 2.1), the 

USSH dolegation considered that it was inappropriate to compare properties of 

substances proposed for inolt1.sion in iL'lnex I with properties o:: those substances 

\'Thich are al1:ea.dy listed in l.nnex I. Tho delegation of the Fad.oral Republic of 

Germany proposed that lead and lead compounds s..½ould remain on the list of 

hazardous substances and that the Ad Hoc Scientific Group should pay particular 

attention to the effects en the marine environment of organic lead compounds 

relative to those co.used by inorganic lead. 
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3. 4 The I·Ieeti11g confii::med that the proposed. deletion of r-.. su'bstcnce from m1 

.Annex should be handled procedurally in the aru:ne mrumer as .for preparing and 

maintaining the list of hazardous substances or groups of S'\.tbstonces 

(LDC v/12, Almex 4). The Heating further confirmed that n.ny request for the 

evoJ.uo.tion of scientific infomat:!.on with a. vim, to reviewing the :position of 

substances in the .Anne:,es to the Convention should, in e,ccordance 1-ti. th the 

'rOl."I!lS of Reference for the Ad Hoc Scientific Group (LDC IV /12, Annex 4), coma 

frora the Consultative Neeting. 

3.5 The Consultative 1Ieeting noted that the A.d Hoc Scientific Grou:p had agreed 

to continue consideration at fu~e meetillt,"'S of the following: 

.1 the.e::...-tension of criteria. for .Annex I substances with regard to 

carcinogenic and similnr properties and on the e:rtension of the "list 

of hezexdous aubsta.nces" with regard to "'black list" substances contained 

in othe=.c conventions on the prevention of marine J~ollution; 

• 2 the interpretation of_ 11 sigi.'lific0-'1t amounts"; and 

• 3 the development of a list of substances covered by J.nne::: II, 

pax~aph F, and of appro~ria.te qu.::i1titative criteria thereto. 

3.6 With regard to the considcro.tion by the ~~d }Ioc Scie11·t:.fic Group o:f the 

inclusion of substances with caro:l.nogenic and similar properties in .Annex I, 

refe~"red to in 3,5.1 above, the delogr.tion o:f France pointed out that this 

subject req_uired exper·~ise outside the normal rat1o""8 of· the Ad Hoc Group and. 

difficulties could be enoow.1tered in re~ching conclusions. That delegc.tion also 

e=g,ressed opr,osition to the e:::tens:l.on of j.:he list of hazardous substances to 

include the black list subst8llces of' other dumping convontim.1s, emphasizing Jcha.t ) 

it wns appropriaj.:e for the global colwention to be leas detailed than regional 

conventions. This view was supported b;1,r sever~,l dele59,tions. Tho USSR 

delogation, however, felt thajc there was some merit in considering within tho 

frawework of the Lond9n Dumping Convention the hazards of black list substances 

of other conventions. Tha.t delegation proposed that in this resi,ect tho ·. 

1-Torld HeoJ. th Organization should be as!::cd for advice. 

3.7 The delegation of the Federal Republic of Ge111I1any, referring to the 

discussion of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on ·the inclusion of "pesticides D.nd 

their by-producta11 on the "list· of he,::-ardous· substoncoa 11 (LDC VI/3, 
parag:raphs 2.2.1 nnd 2.2.2), proposed that ths Ad Hoc Scientific Group should 

continue its consideration on this matter. The I1eeting agreed with this proposcl. 
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Rovieu of Anno:::: III 

3.8 The lieeti11g noted that the Ad Hoo Scientific Group will continue its 

consideration of the review of .lumex III at its ne:d meo·cing. 

3.9 The ~ustralian obaerver proposed tbn.t the Secretariat should reproduce the 

Australian submission (L:DC/SG V/IIIF .4) as a document to tho next meeting of the 

M Hoc Scientific Group. This was agreed and Contracting Parties were invited 

to submit comments on tho Australian proposal for consideration at the ne::t meeting 

of the Ad Hoc Group, 

~lo;pment of cri toria. :for the a.election of 8!Ile.re.uc:y disposal 

3.10 The Meeting endo:::sed tho view eJ:;p-.ressed b~r the Ad Hoc Group that nationaJ. 

authorities in selecting emergency disposal sites should consider tho 4'\nnex III 

criteria on a case-by-case basis, taking into account such additional information 

as the ad.vice currently prepared by GliJS.Ai>IP on the scientific criteria for the 

selection of disposal sites a;I; sea. 

Interio notification procedure 

3,11 The !IJeotincr ~eed to the Ad Roe Scientific Group's recommendation to amend 

the Interim Notification Procedure (LDC I/16, Anne:::: IV) as set out in Annex 3 
of the Ad Hoc Group's report (LDC VI/3). The Heating also agreed t~1at the 

deadline for the submission of re~orts to the Secretariat should be cha.Ilo""ad to 

1 August each year for the reports of permi•ts issued in the preceding yero:, Tho 

Secretariat accordingly uould prepare atL."lual ~mry reports subsequently in 

time fo:-c consideration b;,• Cons1.u:tative I-Ieetings, It wa.s also agr:eed that specific 

informa.tion wns needed on the ty:pe of wastes permitted to be disposed of at sec 

and tbn.t uhore quantities were expressed in volume rather than uei.gb.t, it ,-ms 

necessary to etetc the density of such we.ates. Uhere information on to::5.ci t;r 

was given the information should include the ·i;ype o:r to::d.city tests (e.g. 

96-hr tc
50

) and tho species used. ]my information available on the 

biodegradt>,bility of chemical w~stes should also be included in the reporls to 

·che Secretariat. The format for no·bification, as agreed, is se·I; out at Annex 2, 

11S:pecial Cl:l.re" 1;1ethods for disposal of dredged mate_Fial 

3,12 The Hceting recognized the problems regarding the dis:pos~ of dredged 

materials contal!linated with Annex I substances, but fo:.:- which la.nd diaposeJ. 

methods may a.lso pose problems, Tho lieeting confirmed the view of tho Ad Hoc 

Scientific Group that, in such cases, the use of 11spccial ca.re" techniqu~s of 

ocean c.isl)osal as proposed by IAEI may :9resc11t a reasonable means of disposing of 
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such rmteriru.s, bu~~ toot these teclntlg_ues are uir2:rovcm at p~esent. The Hee·~ing, 

in this regard, confirmed the view of the Ad Hoc Sciontific G:roup that the use of 
11spocial caro" techniques :for the present should be conducted as .field research 

projects until such time as the o.ccumulo.ted info1."Llation on axr:, o:r these 

techniques demonstrates that they can bo applied on a routine baais. 

3.13 The IAt."'"'H obse11V9r oontirrled the continuing interest of LiPII in -'che 

consideration of s,ecial o_a.re measures ai; future Consultative Hoetinga and 

meetings of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group. The Lo\J?H observer al.so GX!)ressed the 

continued uillingness and desire of the I!.PH to make its technical. exper·~ice in 

raattcrs relo.ting to dredffed materir.l available to Cont:rc.cting Pai-tios and to 

the Ad Hoc Scientific Group, with particular re.fe=cence to further reports 

concei-niDG the development of and experience uith "special. care" tochniques. 

3.1~i Tho Uni·~ed States delegation, in e:q_Jressirl6 support fm-: rosea.rch studies 

on "special ce.re" methods fo~ tho dumping of dredged materiel, noted -~hat its 

present national policy is to consider peinits for the ocean dumping of d.rodged 

l!lEl.terivJ. only when land-b~.sed disposcl a.lterrmtives a.re not feasible. This 

policy will be re-examined as u result of extensive research and experience that 

has been gained in tho United St2..tes on dredged ma.teria.l dumping during the 

last five yea.rs. In responding to this inte1.1Venti011, the Danish dolege.tion 

noted the p:1actice in Denma:i:k of considering the feasibility of land-based 

disposru. when the result of tests of the drodged material will indicate toot 

undesircble ecological ef'fec·ts are likel:·r to bo created in the merine environment. 

3.15 In coimexion iliti1 tho views 01::prassed by the Ii.HI re~di:-ig ·!;he eme:.·gci1c~r 

provisions of ~irticle V(2) of the Convention (LDC vr/3/1) the IIeeting agreed 

that t~ticle V( 2) should not be const:.-ued to apply to dredged mate:dal uhich is 

contar.linated with lmne,: I substances. Some delegations expressed a concern that 

to constl."1.1.e the omergency provisions in this ,-ray might create a loophole in the 

Convention uhioh could establish a d2..I1u1Y0rous p:i:ecedent. Several delegations 

felt tllc'vt under such circumstances H \·1ould be raorc logicaJ. and c.:;,:prop;:iate to 

. e:::ru:aine tho posoibili ty of using one of th0 11 s;;,ecial cDXe11 techniq_ues · di.scussoa. 

by the Ad Hoc Scientific Group, ~--c.the~ than consider the mettor under the 

cmcrgaucy clause. 
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Comprehensive report on the first five yea.rs of the implementation 
of the Convention 

;.16 The Meeting agreed that a five-year comprehensive report on the 

implementation of the London Dumping Convention as proposed by the Ad Hoc 

Scientific Group (LDC VI/3, Chapter II) should be presented to the meeting of 

the tJNEP Governing Colll'lcil of a Special Character (ifairobi, May 1982), eubjec·t 

to the agreement with the mlEP Secretariat. The mm observer stated that the 

Governing Council would welcome such a report. 

;.17 The ?~eting requested the Secretariat to circulate a draft of the 

comprehensive report to Contracting Parties, asking for comments to be 

incorporated in the finaJ. submission. 

De !-li.nimis levels of radioactivity 

3.18 The IAEA. observer pointed out that the document reviewed by ·the Ad Hoc 

Scientific Group was a. first, qualitative, attempt to define the "de m:fnirni1=1 

level of radioactivity" below which a material will not be regarded as 
11radioactive 11 for the purposes of the London Dumping Convention. The IAEA 

efforts will continue but it will take -sOine time before a quantitative approach 

will be developed, In developing a numerical definition, the comments Llade by 

the .Ad Hoc Group (LDC VI/3), paragraphs 12.7 and 12.8) will be taken into 

accolll'lt. 

3.19 The lileeting took note of the difficulties expressed by the .Ad Hoc Group 

in regard to considering the "de minim.is" levels of radioactivity within the 

context of the present composition of the Group. The Meeting e::..rpressed the view 

that the~ is the recognized competent international body in this field and 

that the Consultative Neeting should rely on the advice of the IAEA on technical 

matters related to radioactive was~os, rather than burdening the Ad Hoc Group 

with matters requiring such highly specialized expertise. 

Other matters 

3.20 The l"".teeting was info:rmed by the Secretariat of the activities of the 

United Nations Committ~e of Experts on the Transport· of Dangerous Goods uith 

regard to the transport and identification of chemical wastes (LDC VI/3/3) and 

that the Ad Hoo Group had expressed concern on the inadequate identification -of 

chemical wastes. The I'leetiilt! endorsed the view of the Ad Hoc Group and 

recommended that Contracting Parties be requested to transmit to their 

appropriate national authorities information on the action taken by the mq Group 

on this mattar in inserting in Chapter 13 of the United 1fations Recommendations 

on the Trensport of Dangerous Goods the following: 
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"If waste dangerous goods· (other than radi'oaotivewastes) are boing 

transported for disposal, or processing for disposal, the proper shipping 

name should be preceded by the word 1waste 111 • 

3.21 The Meeting a.greed to the p~opoeal of the Ad Hoc Group that Contracting 

Parties should communicate the results of deep sea dumping site monitoring 

programmes carried out for the P\l.l."POSes of the London Dumping Convention. The 

USSR delegation expressed its inte~st in joint international programmes for 

monitoring deep water dumping sites in the North Atlantia and expressed its 

readiness to accept participation by ox.perts of other Contracting Parties on 

their o)m research vessols, and to provide its own scientists to participata in 

work on vessels of other countries. 

•. 

3.22 The IAEll observer informed the 11eeting that concerning the justification of 

a proposed dumping operation against land-based alternatives, the IAEA had 

submitted to the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping a paper 

outlining underground disposal options and methods with respect to solid 

radioactive waste at present dumped at sea (LDC/SG.V/INE1.2). That paper also 

provides information on tho !AF.A's activities on the subject matter and relevant 

publications of an advisory nature already issued or under preparation by the Ii\EA. 

Future work programme 

;.23 The ?/feating considered the recoI:IIIlendation of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group 

that it should direct its future work programme to encouraging the exchnnge of 

technical information regarding the implementation of the Convention with a vicm 

to recognizing and understanding mutual problems and identifying potential 

remedial moasures (LDC VI/3/2) • . 

3.24 In this conna::::ion the Meeting considered the views expressed by the Chairman 

of the .Ad Hoc Scientific G~oup on the future work programme of that Group 

(LDC vr/;/2, fillllex l) ao well as the comments made by France on this oubjoct 

(LDC VI/3/2, li.nnex 2). The Heating concurred in principle with the views 

expressed in these documents arid requested tho Chairman of the Ad Hoc Scientific 

Group to prepare a. list of topics which would be matters . of oontinuing review 

by the Group, tt-..king into account a strategy to implement tho globa.l goals of 

the Londori Dumping Convention. 
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3.25· The Heeting considored·the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group 

on the agenda of its next meeting (LDC VI/3, paragraph 13.4) and the futu:re 

programme prepared by the Chairman of the Ad lloc Scientific Group (LDC VIfJP,5). 

The outcome or this consideration is set out in section 11 of this report. 

4 REVIEi'l OF THE Al~UEXES TO TEE COUVEI:i!TIOrt 

4,1 The ~Ieeting noted that the Ad Hoc Scientific Group had not reached consensus 

on its evaluation of the s9ientific background information submitted in connexion 

with proposed amendments to the .AnneT..es. 

4.2 The CEFIC observer outlined the problems which had arisen with regard to the 

position of organosilicons in Annex II of the London Dumping Convention. CEFIC 

could provide scientific evidence which in its view would justify the exemption 

of organosilicons from Annex II materials. 

4, 3 The Heating a.greed that the evidence presented by the observer from C".!illi'IC 

should be considered by the Ad Hoc Scientific Group, 

5 RllWIE\tl OF REPOHTS PREPARED BY T:a:E SECEErAfUAT HT ACCOJ.1.DANCE 
WITH ARTICLE XIV(3)(d) OF THE COlN.li:1-JTION 

5,1 The Meeting considorod a smmnary prepared by the Secretariat on the 
. . . 

reporting and notificatio11 i,rocedures which Contracting Partios a.re obliged to 

carry out pursuant to the provisions of the London Dumping Convention and the 

duties of the Secretariat in conveying to the Parties concerned the reports and 

notifications received (LDC VI/5). 

5,2 The Ileeting expressed its satisfaction with the work carried out so far by 

the Secretariat, With regard to the problems encountered by the Secretariat 

concerning the notification of vessels or wreckages dumped at sea (LDC VI/5, 

paragraph 2), the. Heeting emphasized that in.each of these cases the spirit of 

the Convention should be taken into.account, while realizing that in tnany of 

these cases immediate action '\'!as necessary to safeguard human life at sea or to 

avoid major pollution of the marine einvironment. The li"'rench delegation info1."I!led 

the Heating that ·l;he notification to IiiiCO concerning the tanker "Ca.bo Caba.nos" 

incident was in the conte~"t of the International Convention relating to 

Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties, 1969, 

5,3 With regard to the notification of moasu:res concei"lling vessels and aircraft 

entitled to sovereign immunity, the Meeting urged countries which have not yot 

done so to submit to the Secretariat the relevant i11formation in accordance 

with .Article VII(4) of the Convention. The Secreta.ric-.;1; was requested to 

circulate these reports to all Contracting Parties. 
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5.4 The Meeting took note of the list of "focal points11 for comm:wucations 

related to emergency situations in accordance with Article V(2) (LDC VI/5/1). 
Several delegations indicated that they would send additional information 

with a view to updating the list in the near future. In this connexion, 

mention was made of the availability of the IAEA document on "Mutual 

Emergency Assistance for Radiation Accidents" (IAEA-TECDOC 257, 1980), jointly 

issued by IAEA, FAO, ILO and WHO with the participation of the Office of the 

United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO). 

6 DEVELOPll!ENT OF REPORTING PROCEDURES IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
ARTICLES IV(3) .AND VI(4) OF THE CONVENTION 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the proposals of the Secretariat (LDC VI/6) 

regarding the notification of measures adopted by a Contracting Party to 

prohibit the dumping of wastes or other matter not listed in Annex I 

to the Convention (.Article IV(3)) and of criteria, measures and requirements 

additional to those specified in Annex III to the Convention (Article VI(4)). 

6.2 The Meeting ag-reed that Contracting Parties should submit to the 

Secretariat copies of legal, governmental or administrative rules or, if 

possible, summaries of those parts of these rules which refer to the 

questions mentioned above, in the working languages of the Organization. 

7 MATTERS RELATED TO THE DUMPING OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES AT SEA 

7.1 With regard to the disposal of radioactive wastes at the North East 

Atlantic dumpsite, the Meeting noted information (LDC VI/7) concerning 

the establishment of a OECD/NEA Executive Group for Resarch o~ Sea 

Disposal of Radioactive Waste. The Executive Group, which met for the 

first time in July 1981, consists of representatives of countries which 

actively participate in the research work. In addition to the countries 

set out in paragraph 2 of LDC VI/7 France had also expressed its interest 

in becoming a member of the Executive Group. Representatives of the 

Secr.etariat~ of the Ii&, IMCO and the OECD Environment Directorate 

were also invited to be represented in the Executive Group. 

7.2 The Meeting noted that the Executive Group as its first task had 

reviewed the ~ogramme Plan s11t out at Annex I of the Research and 

Environmental Surveillance Programme Related to Sea Disposal of Radio

active Waste (attachment to LDC VI/7) with a view to further refinement 

of the Programme Plan. The Executive Group has further established task 

groups covering the research areas of Physice..l Oceanography, Geochemistry, 

Biology, Modelling and Radiological Surveillance. 



) 

- 13 - LDC VI/12 

7.3 The Meeting noted that the OECD/NEA research end environmental 

surveillance programme is principally aimed at the development of a more 

site specific model for dose calculations and that suoh information 

would be utilized in the 1984 assessment of the North East Atlantic 
dum.psite. 

7. 4 With regard to environmental t'.'.ssesmu.ent studies related to the 

dumping of radioactive wastes at sea, the Meeting welcomed the information 

provided by the Secretariat (LDC VI/7/1) on the results of discussions 

between the IMCO and IAEA Secretariats on how best to respond to the 

request of the Consultative Meeting concerning the development of a more 

detailed understanding of what should be included in the environmental 

assessment studies specified in Sootion B.l of the IAEA Revised 

Definition and Recommendations. The Meeting noted that this would involved 

the convening by IAEA and IlIDO in co-operation with OECD/NEA and UNEP of 

an Advisory Group Meeting on Methodology for Assessment of Sea Dumping, 

probably in mid-1982. Experts from all Contracting Parties of the London 

Dumping Convention would have the opportunity to attend. The outcome of the 

Advisory Group Meeting will be reported to the Seventh Consultative Meeting. 

7.5 The Meeting noted with appreciation the report on J:AEAts prog.re.mme of 

activities relating to its responsibilities for radioactive matters under 

the London Dumping Convention (LDC VI/7/2). In introducing the report the 

IAEA observer informed the Meeting that, with respect to the ongoing 

review of the oceruiog.raphic basis for an improved definition of radioactive 

waste unsuitable for dumping into the deep ocean, a Working Group establiched 

by GESAMP in 1980 at the I£"1E.h. 1s request and sponsored jointly by IAE.A, IMCO, 

UNEP and UNESCO was expected to produce a draft report in late 1982 that 

could be considered by GESAMP in 1983. .An ensuring review and revision of 

the current IAEA Definition and Recommendations could then be contemplated 

during the period 1983-1984. A project was also recently initiated at the 

IAEA International Laboratory of Marine Radioactivity in Mmaco to ce;rry 

out research on various aspects of the disposal of radioactive waste in the 
deep ocean. 

7.6 In reply to a question by the Canadian delegation concerning the 

establishment of a register of radioactive inputs into the marine 

enviroillj}ent, the LAEA observer stated that information on this matter 

had been reported by the IAEA to the Fifth Consultative Meeting 

(LDC V/nrF.2, Section 4). In his opinion there were legal as well IJ.S 
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practical problems in the establishllent of such an international register. 

The Ill.EA hao no legal authority to ensure the submission of all relevrmt 

a...~ta by competent national authorities; moreover, some of such data may 

be considered by the latter to be of a restricted nature. For such a 

register to be meaningful, it should contain aJ.l pertinent information 

relating to all kinds of waste disposed of into the marine envirom:ient 

including discharges from land-based sources. It is therefore for the 

Contracting Parties to the London Dumping Convention to consider the 

desirability.and feasibility of establishing such e.n international 

register within the framework of the Convention; the IAE.A would be 

prepared to co-operate with JY..CO in this connexion insofar as radioactive 

oattero are concerned. Several delegations took note of this response 

e..nd indicated their desire to keep this matter under continuing review. 

7.7 In presenting document LDC VI/7/3 the Kiribati observer drew attention 

to the proposed programme of the Governl:lent of Japan for the disposal of 

low level radioactive waste in the Pacific Ocee.n. In a statement 

(LDC VI/IN::i'.4) the Kiribati obs~rver requested that dUiilping of such wastes 

should not cor:na::ice untn conpletion of an evaluation of the environmental 

consequences of past d1.J~~ing prografilIJes and until land-based storage 

options have been thoroug..'1.ly explored. In this context the Meeting noted 

the subraission by the Philippines (LDC VI/INF.3) and inforoation submitted 

by Japan (LDC VI/INF.2) concerning Japanese policy on such matters, which 

had included participation in the OECD/NEA Multilateral Consultation and 

Surveilla.~ce Mechanism for Dumping of Radioactive Wastes established il;L 

July 1977. 

7.8 The Greenpeace observer expressed his view that in assessing the 

hazards and potentil".l dangers of ocean disposal of radioactive wastes the 

possible effects on oarine life as well as on humans should be considered. 

No further ocean disposal of radioactive waste should therefore be pernitted 

until, inter alia, site specific nonitoring of past ro.dioactive waste 

dumping, a detailed anelysis of the practical availability of land-based 

alter.rlc'.tives, and an inventory of all sources of radioactivity entering 

the marine environment, other than by natural sources, had been prepared. 

7.9 Following a query by the Danish delegation as to whether the Kiribati 

observer was seeking support froo Contracting Parties to the London Dumping 

Convention for amendments to the Convention with respect to disposal of 

radioactive wastes at sea, the Kiribati observer stated that it Wei~ 

inappropriate for Kiribati to initinte such an action at the present tine. 

More information is required. 
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7.10 The Japanese delegation stated that there were weaknesses in the 

c-ri ticism of its safety evaluation contained in · the Kiribati submission. 

The Kiribati observer stated that a response to that r.iatter has e.l.ready 

been ma.de in other contexts and will be forthcor:iing in the context of 

the Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Dumping 
Convention as well. Following a proposal by the United Kingdom 

delegation, the Meeting agreed that it would be more appropriate for the 

IAEA to consider scientific matters related to the dump~ng of radioactive 

wastes and to inform future Consultative Meetings of its evaluation. 

7.11 In this general context the Netherlands delegation stated that the 

disposal at sea of low level radioactive waste should be rega.rded ·as 

acceptable if carried out according to agreed procedures drawn up by the 

I.AEA and OECD/NEll. The Swiss delegation also expressed the view that 

such disposal could be considered safe ("safe" Deaning that it does not 

expose humans to undue levels of radiation presently and in the future) 

provided that five conditions a.re met, including consideration of 

quantities d~ed, the use of an approved site, that a safety analysis be 

perfomed, that research and !'!lonitoring be carried out and that the package 

conform to approved standards. 

7.12 The IAEA observer also stated that work on establishing de rainimis 

levels for radioactive r.Jattera, started in 1979, was being continued and 

would require further studies on both qualitative and quantitative 

definitions of such de minimis levels for the purposes of the London 

Dumping Convention. 

7.13 The USSR delegation expressed gratitude to the IAEA for fornulation 

of a qualitative definition of radioactive oaterials which can be considered 

as non-radioactive for the purpose of the Convention and which in the 

opinion of the USSR could be approved. That delegation also supported the 

de minims dose criterion suggested by the IAEA, though in its view tha level 

of a dose of l orem per year proposed by the IAEI~ should not be considered 

as -completely safe. It further emphasized that future work on developoent 

of de minil!lis should take into account ICRP guidance, especi ally ICRP-26. 

7 .14 Moreover, while developing standards for the duo.ping of wastes 

contaminated by radionuclides , consideration should be given to limitations 

based on radioecological criteria, on levels of radioactive pollution of 

bottoo sediments, flora mid fauna. 
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7.15 The USSR delegation also supported the proposed plan of future work of 

the IAEA related to the disposal of radioactive wastes as contined in 

document LDC vr/7/2. 

7 .16 The Meeting expressed its thanks for the work undertaken by OECD/NEA 

and by the IAEA with regard to the disposal of radioactive wastes at sea. 

8 REVIEW OF ARTICLES OF THE COl'lVENTION IN THE LIGHT OF THE OUTCOME OF 
THE: THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONF.EJBENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA 

8.1 The Meeting received a otu.dy carried out by the Secretariat 

(LDC VI/8) conceming the implications of the draft Convention on the Law 

of the Sea on the London Du.raping Convention, together with coIJments subraitted 

by Contracting Parties on the Secretario.t document (LDC VI/8, Appendix, 

LDC VI/8/1). 

8.2 The Meeting expressed appreciation for the valuable work carried out 

by the Secretariat, which could serve as a useful reference docuraent for a:ny 

future review of the provisions of the London Thmping Convention in the 

light of the outco~e of the Law of the Sea Conference. 

8.3 A nuober of delegations expressed the view that any further discussion 

of the Secretariat docuoent should await the conclusion of the United Nations 

Conference on the Law of the Sea, but in the neantioe Coptracting Parties 

should be encouraged to submit any further cocments and observations on the 

Secretariat's document for circulation to other Contracting Parties so that 

they have a better understanding of the relationship between the London 

Dumping Convention and the draft Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

s.4 The Consultative Meeting concluded that for the tioe being the subject 

need not be included in the Agenda for future sessions. 

8.5 The Greenpeace observer expressed the view that the United Nations 

Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) represents the oost i□portant 

international negotiations affecting the oceens that have ever taken place 

and that all nations should: 

.1 comrait themselves to passage of a Law of the Sea Convention; and 

.2 support the view that the next session of U1'1CLOS should be the 

final decision-naking session of that Conference. 
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9 RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Oslo Cor::mdssion 

9.1 The Meeting took note of a document prepared by the Secretariat 

(LDC VI/9/1) on the outcorae of the Seventh Meeting of too Oslo Commission 

(10-12 J~e 1981). In addition, the Secretary of the Oslo Commission 

informed the Meeting that the Contracting Parties to the Oslo and.Paris 

Conventions had agreed to !!lake a series of presentations to the annual 

joint meetings of the Oelo and Paris Commissions in 1982 and 1983 describing 

their national policies on waste disposal with the aim of placing disposal 

at sea in context. These nationcl. presentations would be published in 

1984, together with a brief history of the progress made under the Oslo 

and Paris Conventions over the last decade e.nd an indication of the future 

) rriorities of the Commissions. 

9.2 The Secretary of the Oslo Cot:JOission nlso drew attention to the 

Coamission's decision to amend the Oslo_ Convention by the addition of en 

Annex prescribing Rules on Incinere,tion at Sea. · If accepted by all Contracting 

Parties, these Rules will restrict the substances and materials which may be 

the subject of a.n incineration permit. In eddition, the Commission had a.greed 

to l:ISet before l January 1990 to establish a final date for the temination 

of incineration at sea in the Oslo Convention area. 

9.3 The Oalo Commission had also established an order of priority for 

dealing with the disposal of tanker wrecks in the context of the Convention1s 

requirements for the dumping of bulky wastes. • This specified that, if ·all 

possibilities of salvage or land-based disposal had been exhausted, such 

wrecks should preferably be dumped in depths over 2,000 metres and not less 

than 150 nautical miles from land. 

United Nations EnvironI!lent Programe (UNEP) 

9.4 The UNEP observer informed the Meeting of decisions taken by the 

second meeting of Contracting Parties to .the :Barcelona Convention (March 1981). 
In particular, the P~ties adopted reporting procedures for noti!ication of 

general and specific permits issued and for notificatlon of annual actual 

411c,ntities of wastes dumped in the Convention area, using the fo:cmat of 

the London Dumping Convention. The Parties had also adopted provisional 

p~ocedures and criteria for defining emergency situations.' In addition, 

the Parties recommended that: 
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.1 no radioactive wastes or other re.dioactive ·mtter be dumped 

in the Mediterranean Sea area until the I.AEii. definition of the 

de minimus level of radioactivity for wastes has been accepted 

by all parties; and 

• 2 no incineration operations talce place at sea in the l\Iedi tettaneon 

Sea area. 

9.5 The mmP observer then infomed the Meeting of the activities which 

could be of interest to the Consultative Meeting, including the UNEP 

Goveming Council of a Special Character (May 1982), the Meeting of Senior 

Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law (Montevideo, 28 October -

6 November 1981), and the Meeting of Government Experts on Regione..l Marine 

Programmes (Nairobi, 18-22 January 1982), The UNEP observer indicated that 

the results of these activities would be presented to the Seventh 

Consultative Meeting. 

erts on the 
Scientific as eota of Marine Pollution GES.AMP 

9.6 The Meeting took note of information presented by the Secretariat 

(LDC VI/9/2) that a GESilMP Working Group had prep?red draft Scientific 

Criteria for the Selection of Waste Disposal Sites at Sea. The draft report 

will be subr:rl.tted to GES.AMP at its twelfth session (22-28 October 1981) with 

a view to approval. The final report will be presented to the Contracting 

Parties of the London Duoping Convention at the next Consultative Meeting. 

The Role and Long-Tem Objecti~es of the London Dumping Convention 

9.7 The Fifth Consultative Meeting had requested the Secretary-General to 

explore the possibility of convening a meeting between representatives of 

the Contracting Parties to the London Th.imping Convention and representatives 

of regional organizations concerne.d with the prevention of marine pollution. 
♦- •• - ' · • • 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the relative roles and future 
. . 

directions of the regional and globo.l conventions. The Secretariat 

accordingly arrruiged a meeting on the afternoon of 5 October 1981 at Jl,ICo 

Headquarters, attended by representatives of the London Dumping Convention, 

the Oslo Commission and the Paris Commission, the Helsinki Convention and 

UNEP. 

9.s The meeting between representatives of the London Dur:l.ping Convention 

and regional agreements recognized that the London Dur:l.ping Convention bad the 

responsibility for ensuring that the integrity of the global marine 
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enviroment ,·,as not violated ~hroug:h d'U.h..'PUlG of noxious or potentially 

no:;:ious substances. This o";)jective can be furthered through the 

application of rogional regulations that take into accotmt specific 

aeographic ancl biological cond.i ti.ons. It ,ra.s felt to be pa.rticuJ.a.rly 

important that ~~e London Dumping Convention develops the lono--te:rm 

strategy necessa.r"".f for the continuing heal th o:f the maxine environment in 

the face of increasing problems of waste disposal caused by popi,J.ation and 

industrial pressures. It \!as also felt that short-term. problem.CJ associated 

•.ri. th the day-to-dccy- administration of dumping pro(,:ramm.es uere more 

8.".J:'lpl."Opriately dealt ui th by regional organiza;~ions uhe:i:e these e:::::.st. 

9. 9 The lieeti.ng took note of the discussions llhich had taken place betueen 

representatives of the London DumpL"'l(s' Convention and ~egional agreements 

(LDC VI/,·!P.3) and agreed that the role and long,-te:rm objectiYes of the Lonclon 

Dut:Iping Convention were, inter~: 

.1 to c:reate an aua:reness among all F.ember States and :Bodies of the 

United Nations of the problems of marine pollution caused by 

dumping of wastes at sea; 

.2 to develop the overall legal frameHork for the taking of all 

practicable means for J~1e control and prevention of pollution by 

the dumping of ucs-'ces at sea; 

, 3 to e:;itablish the overall policy a..--id princi:,?les ,:hich apply 

glo'!.mlly ancl from uhich regional acreements could drat1 g-..tldal1ce; 

.4 to encourage the development of regioncl ag.;.:,eements in the spi rit 

e::;:preased in Arti cles VIII oncl ;r:rv(4)(d) of the London lh.u..".lping 

Convention and to revie,: the progress made under such regional 

conventions or a.-:;-~eements; 

• 5 to regulate in poxticular those ,·rastes that cont:dbute to the 

overloading of the resilience of the oceans to pollution, 

.6 to provide the necessary link~e uith othe:;: inte:;.national. 

oxganizations (:regionol or globol) concerned uith the protection 

of the marine environment; ancl 

• 7 to provide a forum :for the e:=change of informction o.t a . scientific 

and technical level on the global ocean dumping problems, 

particularly on the long-range impact of dumping at sea and on 

al te1."!lati vc measures to this method of uaste disposal, in 

~ro:ticiuar on long-te~"fl solutions. 
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9.10 .The Meeting agreed to establish a small intersession.."IJ. Task Team to 

prepare a. draft document for the next Consultative Meeting outlining the long,

term strategies a.nd objectives of the London Dumping Convention to the year 

2000. It was agreed tha:t the Task Team should consist of four members drawn 

from Contracting Parties representing the following categories: 

.l ··countries that are Contracting Parties to both the London 

Dumping Convention and a regional organization (Mr. H.R. Neilson; 

United Kingdom); 

.2 countries that are Contracting Parties to the London Ducping 

Convention but ~o not belong to a:ny regional organization 

(Mr. G. Holland; Canada); 

.3 non-dunping countries that are Contracting Parties to the London 

Dumping Convention (Prof. A~ Engstr5n, Sweden); 

.4 less-industrialized countries that are Contracting Parties to the 

London Dw:iping Convention. 

9.11 With reference to 9.10.4 above, the Meeting agreed to invite the 

Government of _the Philippines to nooinate a representative to participate 

in the work of the Task Team. If a representative was not available fron 

the Philippines the Task Team should invite another representative of the 

same grouping. 

9.12 The Meeting also endorsed the principles as to how the Task Team should 

carry out its work. Some of the aspects which the Task Team will take into 

account ~..re set out in Annex 3. It was agreed that a final draft of the 

long-term strategies e.nd objectives of the London Dumping Convention, as 

prepared by-the Task Team, should be circulated by the Secretariat prior to 

discussion at the Seventh Consultative Meeting. 

10 PROMOTION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

List of experts 

10.1 With regard to the Secretariat 1s 'invitation (LDC VI/10) to review the 

roster of experts compiled in 1978 (LDC III/8, Annexes I and II), several 

delegations informed the Meeting that they would be communicating updated 

infomation to the Secretariat. The Meeting ur8'8d all Contracting Parties 

to submit any additional nominations or amencmente to the Secretariat to 

ensure that the roster was kept up to date. 

) 
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Technical as1:1istanoe activities of the Organization 

10.2 The Secretary infonned the Meeting the.t the team of technical field 

advisers forming pa.rt of IMCO•s technical co-operation p~og:raI:11:ile visited 

many countries and in so doing took the opportunity to stress the important 

role of the London DuIJping Convention in international efforts to control 

marine pollution. Some reports of 0001s Inter-Regional Consultant in 

Marine Pollution had referred to ~eunderstand.ings which apparently existed 

in some countries concernil-ig the role o:f the London Due.ping Convention and 

the benefits which would accrue from becoming a Contracting Party. The 

Meeting was informed that a pa.per was being prepared for a forthcoming 

ooeting in the South Ueat Pacific which would ex.plain the requirements of the 

Convention and the implications for countries contemplating ecceptance of the 

) Convention. 

) 

10.3 The Chilean delegation informed the Meeting that a P:r;ogramme for the 

protection of the marine environment was now underway in the South East 

Pacific under tho auspices of UNEP and the Pe:cwient Commission for the South 

Pacific (CPPS). During' the first half of 1981 the programme had enabled a 

training course and seminar on practical and legal aspects of the prevention 

of marine pollution, respectively, to be held in Valpa:raiso, Chile, from 

6-15 April and Bogota, Colombia, from 4-8 May 1981. Furthe:cmore, it is 

expected that CPPS member countries will shortly be convening a Conference for 

the adoption of a Re;3':1.onol. Convention for the protection of the Marine 

environment which will include a requireoent to prevent pollution of the 

marine environment by dUIJping. The Chilean delegation expressed appreciation 

to IMCO, UNEP and UNDP for their support and co-operation in this programoe. 

10.4 In a statement to the Meeting the Secretary-Genere.1. drew attention to 

the emphasis being placed by IMCO on the ratification end implementation of 

conventions and in this context appealed to Contracting Parties to consider 

ways in which they ma:y be able to contribute to IMCO' s Technical Co-operation 

Proe,'"J:e.;~o in m.."1.t"'.iors .co•to:ced by tho Lo."lda..'1 ~:ping 0onvontion. 

10.5 The I.AEA observer recalled that one of the raain functions of the IAEa 
under its Statute is the provision of technical assistance with due 

conoideration for the special needs of developing countries. Suoh assistance 

covers, inter~' the safe use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, 

including the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle. The L'\EA would be 

p;r.epared to co-operate with IMCO in the inplenentation of technical 

assistance projects involving radioactive raatters within the purview of the 
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London Dumping Convention. _Advis~ry services on nuc_lear safety matters nay also 

be provided by the IAEi;. upon request. Such service could extend to safety 

review and enviroI1IJental impact assessment of radioactive waste disposal 

operations. For this purpose the II& may use its own staff or call upon 

the expertise available from its Member States. 

11 FUTORE WORK PROGRl\MME .AND DATE-OF NEXT SESSION 

11.1 The Secretariat introduced document LDC VI/11 which included a list of 

8Iilendments to the Action Plan for the Consultative Meeting and drew the 

attention of Contracting Parties to recoamendations I:Jade by the IMCO Council 

concerning the future meetings under the London Dumping Convention. 

11.2 The Meeting reviewed the list of at:1endments to the action plan and 

these were accepted without change, on the understanding that the plan 

would be further updated in the light of the progress made at the present 

Consultative Meeting. 

11.3 There was an extensive debate concerning the future work programrae 

for the Ad Hoc Scientific Group (LDC VI/WP.5). General agreement was 

expressed with the approach suggested by the Chaiman of the Ad Hoc Grdup 

that the work of that Group should be oore specifically directed to the 

discussion of technical and scientific items that would enhance the under

standing and identification of problens associated with the implementation 

of the Convention. 

11.4 In particular, a question was raised concerning the proposal to include 

the consideration of effects of cadmiuo ruid cadmium compounds on the mc....rine 

environment as an item at the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group. 

Several delegates stated that as a prohibited substance cadmium should not 

be treated as a priority substance for study. The meeting however was 

satisfied with the explanation of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Scientific 

Group that the proposal was directed at a discussion of the problems and 

methods associated with the treatment of cadmium and cadmium coill]_)ounds 

in dumping operations, and not at the possible removal of cadmium and its 

compounds from Annex I. With regard to substances with carcinogenic 

and similar properties, the French delegation proposed that because of the 

complexity of considering carcinogenic and mu.ta.genie substances the 

subject matter should be initially considered at the next meeting of the 

Ad Hoc Scientific Group although it is expected that this could become a 

continuing item. 



) 

LDC VI/12 

11.5 The Meeting discussed the necessity of redu.ci118' the meetings in the light 

of the b\ld8etary restraints :facing the Il'".LCO Council. Whilst several. delegates 

expressed concern that decisions taken at the lHCO Council were impinging on the 

autonoley' of the Contracting Parties and tha.t they would prefer a continuation of 

the existing annual arrangements, it was recognized that governmental 

representatives in general had agreed with bud8etary constraint and that the 

recommendations given in tho D·1'CO Council would have to be accepted. Accordingly, 

the Meeting 98t'eed to hold the Seventh Consultative Meeting from 

14 to 18 February 1983. The Meeting al.so 98t'eed that the A8enda :for the 

Seventh Consultative Meeting should include the items as set out in Annex 4. 

ll.6 The Meeting then considered whether two meetings of the Ad Hoc 

Scientific Group would be needed during the extended intersessional period. 

It was agreed that for the next intersessional. period the Ad Hoc Scientific Group 

would meet only once, al though the possibility of two meetin8s ~,i th a di vision 

of the agenda to enhance the scientific and technicaJ. depths of tho di~cussio:.1s 

mey be considered in future. The Meeting accepted gTatefully the of:t'e:r of the 

delegation of France to hos·t the next meeting of the lid Jloc Scientific Group. 

This meeting will be in September/October 1982 and the Secretariat was requested 

to make the appropriate arrangements in co-operation with the French delegation. 

The provisional. agenda of the intersessional meeting of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group 

on Dumping as approved by the Meeting under paragraph 3. 26 above is contained in 

Annex 4. 
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AGENDA FOR TEE SIXTH CONSULTATIVE MEETING 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

LDC VI/1 
LDC VI/1/1 
LDC vi/1/2 
LDC vifa.P.l 
LDC VIfwP.2 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- United Kingdom 
- Working Group on non-governmental 

international organizations 

2 Status of the London Dumping Convention 

3 

4 

5 

6 

LDC VI/2 - Secretariat 

Report of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping 

LDC VI/3 - Secretariat 
LDC VI/3/1 - IAPH 
LDC VI/3/2 - Secretariat 
LDC VI/3/3 - Secretariat 

Review of the .Annexes to the Convention 

LDC VI/4 - Secretariat 

Review of reports prepared by the Secretariat in accordance with 
Article XIV(3)(d) of the Convention 

LDC VI/5 - Secretariat 
LDC VI/5/1 - Secretariat 

Development of reporting procedures in accordance with 
Articles IV(3) and VI(4) of the Convention 

LDC VI/6 - Secretariat 

7 Matters related to the dumping of radioactive wastes at sea 

LDC VI/7 
LDC vi/7/1 
LDC vr/7/2 
LDC VI/7/3 
LDC VI/INF.2 
LDC VI/INF.3 
LDC VI/INF.4 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- IAEA 
- Kiribati 
- Japan 
- Philippines 
- Kiribati 

8 Review of .Articles of the Convention in the light of the outcome of the 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 

LDC vr/_s 
LDC vi/8/l 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
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9 Relations with other organizations 

LDC VI/9 
LDC VI/9/1 
LDC VI/9/2 
LDC VI'/',iP. 3 

LDC VIjwP.4 

- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Secretariat 
- Meeting of representatives 0£ the 

Consultative Meeting and of regional 
organizations on the prevention of 
marine pollution 

- Working Group on long-term strategy 

10 Promotion of technical assistance 

LDC VI/10 - Secretariat 

11 Future work programme and date of next session 

LDC vr/11 
LDC VI"jwP.5 

12 Any other business 

No documents 

- Secretariat 
- Chairman of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group 

on Dumping 

13 Consideration and adoption of the report 

LDC VI/y{P. 6 
LDC VI/13 

- Secretariat 
- Report 
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PROCEDURE FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF PEfillITTS ISSUED FOR 
THE DUMPING OF WASTES .AND OTHER MATTER AT SEA 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Notification of General Permits issued 

The Contracting Parties should send to the Organization, either directly 

or through a Secretariat established under a regional agreement, by 1 August 

in each year a record of the General Permits issued in the previous calendar 

year. 

) 1.2 Notification of Special Permits issued 

The Contracting Parties should immediately notify the Organization of 

each Special Permit issued. 

l.3 Details to be notified 

The notifications should contain the information requested by the format 

set out below for each Special and General Permit (unless in any case a 

particular item of information is clearly inappropriate). Examples for 

different types of wastes and other matter are shown in section 3 below. 

These examples a.re given solely to illustrate the degree of detail expected 

under certain headings; they have no other significance. 

2 FORMAT FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL PERMITS 

) .1 Issuing Authority • 

• 2 Permit start date/Permit expiry date • 

• 3 Country of origin of wastes or other matter and port of loading • 

• 4 Detailed specification of waste or other matter and description of 

the process from which the waste or other matter is derived • 

• 5 Form in which waste or other matter is presented for disposa1, 

i.e., solid, liquid or sludge (in case of liquids or sludges include 

weight per cent of insoluble compouds) • 

• 6 TotaJ. quantity (in metric tonnes*) of waste or other matter covered. 

* Preferably in metric tonnes; if given in cubic metres, additionaJ. 
infoll!lation on relative density (specific gravity) should be provided 
under 2.9. 
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.7 Expected frequency of dumping • 

• a Chemical composition o:f waste or other matter (this shou1d be 

su:f:ficiently detailed to provide adequate inf OL"mation, in particu1ar 

with regaxd. to the concentration o:f substances listed in Annexes I 

and II to the Convention; concentrations in mass per mass units* • 

• 9 Properties o:f waste or other matter: 

- solubility; 

- relative density ( specific gravity) ; 

- pH • 

• 10 Method of packaging • 

• ll Method of release • 

• 12 Procedure and site :for subsequent tank washing • 

• 13 Approved dumping site: 

- geographical position (latitude and longitude); 

- depth of water; 

- distance :from nearest coast • 

• 14 Additional information with regard to the factors listed in Annex III 

of the Convention, in pa.rticuJ.a.r on the toxicity of waste or other 

matter (type of toxicity test, e.g. 96-hr 1050, test species used). 

In case of chemical waste provide arry inf onnation available on the 

biodegradability o:f the waste. 

* Indicate whether on dry weight or wet weight basis. 
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3.1 Dredged Materials 

Item of format 

.1 

,2 

.3 
,4 

.5 

.6 

.7 

.8 

.9 

.10 

.11 

.12 

.13 

.14 

(Issuing authority) 

(15.1.81 - 31,12.81) 

(Port of loading) 

Dredgings from (source: estuary, harbour, etc.) 

Silt and clay, 6CP/4 solids content (weight) 

50,000 m3 

once per week 

levels of contaminants present in solids, e.g., Oil: 200 ppm; 
Hg: 1 ppm; Cd: 2ppm; Cu: 50 ppm; Pb: 100 ppm• Zn: 150 ppm; 
Cr: 50 ppm. (concentrations on dry weight basis) 

- 6CP/4 insoluble 

- 1.5 g/cm3 

- pH 7 
Not applicable 

Immediate release from barge through bottom opening doors 

Not applicable 

(approved dumping site) 

(additional information) 

3,2 Sew.ure sludge 

Item of format 

.1 

.2 

.3 

.4 

.5 

.6 

.7 

.8 

(Issuing authority) 

(15.1.81 - 31.12.81) 

(Port of loading) 

Primary/digested sewage from (source: town, city) 

sludges, 9°/o (weight) solids content 

300,000 t 

T.h.ree times per week 

5% organic solids; 

4% non organic solids 

Levels of components, e.g. Oil: 50 ppm; 
Hg: 0.1 ppm; Zn: 100 ppm; Cu: 50 ppm; 
Ni: 10 ppm; Pb: 40 ppm; N: 0.21%; P: 

(concentrations on wet weight basis) 

Cd: 0.1 ppm; 
Cr: 50 ppm; 

500 ppm 
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.10 

.11 

.12 

.13 

.14 

Not applicable 

Release at 1000 tonnes/hr from bottom of moving vessel 

(cape.city 2000 tonnes) 

Not applicable 

(approved dumping site) 

(additional inf'orma.tion) 

3.3 Acid residues from Titanium Dioxide Production 

Item of fo:gna.t 

.l 

.2 

.5 

.6 

.7 

.8 

.9 

.10 

.11 

.12 

.13 

(Issuing authority) 

(15.1.81 - 31.12.81) 

(Country of origin, port of loading) 

Diluted hydrochloric acids with suspended eoliie; production 

of titanium dioxide (Ti02); raw material: ilmenite (Norwegian) 
IJ.quid; 296 insoluble solids 

150,000 t 

3 times per week 

1~ hydrochloric acid; 

~ iron sulphate; 

level of other metals: V, Cr, Zn, Cu, 'Cd analysed; 

296 suspended solids 

- 296 insoluble solids 

- 1.1 g/cm3 

- pH 0.5 
Not applicable 

Discharged at 250 tonnes/hr into the wake of a vessel 

(1000 tonnes capacity) moving at 8 knots. Position of 

discha.-rge 5m below surface. 

Tanlc washing at dumping site 

(approved dumping site) 

3.4 Containers, scrap metal and other bulky wastes (e.g. wreckages) 
covered by Annex II, section C 

Item of format 

.1 

.2 

(Issuing authority) 

(l.8.81 - 31.8.81) 

Identity in the case of ships or aircraft 



.. 
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.4 

.5 

.6 

.1 

.8 - .12 

.13 

.14 
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Specification of material (e.g. wooden hull, steel hull in 

the case of ships) 

Not applicable 

Dimensions 

Frequency of dumping (e.g. one dumping only) 

Not applicable 

(approved dumping site) 

Associated residues of contents of containers of any sort 

(including in the case of ships or aircraft, cargoes, fuel, 

etc.); precautions required to prevent pollution by such 

associated materials; measures taken to ensure wastes will 

sink and remain in place, 

3.5 Radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter 

The details given should reflect the results of considerations made in 

accordance with the IAEA RecolID!lendations for issuing special permits for 

dumping radioactive materials at sea and for operational control of the 

dumping of radioactive wastes (IN.FCIRC/205/Add.l/Rev.l, sections Band C). 
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GUIDELINES FOR T".dE STUDY OF T!iE LONG-TERM STRATEGIES 
AND OBJECTIVES OF THE LONI>ON DUMPING CONVENTION 

OF TEE YE.AR 2000 

The Task Team established at the Sixth Consultative Meeting will prepare 

a document outlining the long-term strategies and objectives of the London 

Dumping Convention to the year 2000 taking into account the following questions: 

.1 whether the ultimate goal of the Convention is for the best possible 

control of the disposal of wastes and other matter at sea or for the 

elimination of this activity; 

.2 what will be the role of the London Dumping Convention in the broader 

problems relating to all sources of marine pollution; 

.3 what will be the role of the London Dumping Convention in the context 

of any developing strategy for total waste management; 

.4 what will be the relationship between the London Dumping Convention 

and other regional and global agreements dealing with marine pollution 

in general and disposal of wastes at sea in particular; 

.5 a.re there any foreseeable changes to be contemplated in the structure 

or operation of the London Dumping Convention as it now exists; and 

.6 are there any other matters that will impinge directly or indirectly on 

the continuing evolution of the Convention. 

) 

) 
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SUBSTANTIVE ITEMS TO EE DTCLUDED DI THE AGENDAS FOR THE SEVENTH 
CONSULTATIVE MEETDTG AND FOR THE INTERSESSION.AL MEETDTG OF 

THE AD HOC SCIENTIFIC GROUP ON D1JMPING 

Seventh Consultative Meeting 

1 Consideration of reports on dumping 

2 Report of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping 

, Matters related to the dumpiJ'l8 at sea of radioactive wastes 

4 Report of the Task Team on a 10118'-ra.nge strategy for the Convention 

5 Promotion of technical assistance 

6 Relations with other organizations 

7 Future work programme and date of next session 

Ad Hoc Scientific Group on Dumping 

1 Review of .Annexes: 

.1 review of the list of hazardous materials, in particular with regaxd to: 

.1.1 lead and lead compounds; 

.1.2 pesticides and their by-products; 

.1.3 organosilicons; 

.2 development of criteria for assignment to Annexes I and II; 

.3 guidance for or amendments to Annex III; 

.4 development of implementation guidelines (e.g. significant amounts, 

paragraph F of Annex II); 

.5 review of materials listed in other Conventions (e.g. substances 

with carcinogenic or similar properties); 

.6 recommendations for deletions or additions to Annexes. 

2 Detailed technical discussion of particular problems: 

.1 dredged material.; 

.2 technical aspects of the regulation of wastes containing cadmium; 

.3 review of information on 11special. care" technig_ues for the disposal 

of contaminated dredged material; and 
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.4 exchange of infonnation on the monitoring of disposal sites at sea 

including deep-sea site monitoring. 

3 Consideration of land-based alternatives to the disposal of wastes or 

other matter at sea. 

4 Matters related to incineration at sea. 

5 Review of the lo~term working programme of the Ad Hoc Scientific Group. 




